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It may be an unintended consequence of geopolitical tensions, but energy supply disruption may end 
up accelerating Europe’s transition toward a more self-sufficient energy system, while sharpening the 
investment case for green bonds. 

By Steven Williams, Head of EMEA Global Fixed Income  

23 April 2026 
Recent energy shocks have exposed a persistent limitation in Europe’s economic model. Despite steady progress on 
decarbonisation, the region still imports more than half of its energy1, leaving it exposed when supply is disrupted. The 
effects feed quickly through the economy, raising costs, slowing growth and placing pressure on public finances. Episodes 
of geopolitical tension, whether linked to Russia, the Middle East or global trade, tend to bring that weakness to the fore. 

The framing of the energy transition is also shifting. Climate policy remains important, but energy security and economic 
resilience have become central to the investment case. For investors, this changes the lens through which capital is 
allocated and underlines the long-term case for green bonds as a core component within fixed income portfolios. 

Europe’s energy vulnerability 

When energy prices rise sharply, the economic impact is usually swift. During the 2022 energy crisis, wholesale gas prices 
in Europe rose to more than ten times their long-term average at the peak2, feeding through into inflation, eroding industrial 
competitiveness and weighing on growth. Governments responded with large-scale support measures, adding further 
pressure to already stretched public finances. The broader lesson is becoming harder to ignore. Reducing emissions 
remains a priority, but it no longer captures the full picture. Energy independence is just as important as energy transition 
and is already shaping policy decisions and investment flows. 

The narrative shift: from climate ambition to energy security 
For years, renewable investment has been framed through the lens of climate policy. That framing is still relevant, but the 
need for energy security has become more urgent. Projects that might previously have faced slower permitting or 
fragmented policy support are therefore moving more quickly through approval processes. Fiscal backing is becoming more 
consistent, and private capital is being drawn in at greater scale. Energy diversification is therefore taking on a different 
role, no longer seen purely as an environmental objective, but as part of the economic infrastructure necessary to support 
stability and growth. 

 

 

 

1 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c4g8k8vq8gno 
 
2 https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/silver-lining-european-energy-crisis-energy-efficiency-productivity-and-potential 
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The new investment case for green bonds 
The scale of investment required to support this shift is considerable. Recent estimates suggest Europe may need to invest 
more than EUR 600 billion a year in energy infrastructure through to 2030 to meet its climate and security objectives3. 

Expanding renewable generation is only one part of the picture. Transmission networks need to be upgraded, storage 
capacity has to increase, and new forms of low-carbon baseload supply are being developed alongside improvements in 
efficiency and electrification. Green bonds have become a natural financing tool. They provide a way for governments, 
supranationals and corporates to fund large infrastructure programmes while offering investors clear visibility over how 
capital is deployed. That transparency, combined with the long-term nature of the underlying assets, is broadening their 
role within fixed income markets. 

The asset allocation shift 
Over the past decade, the green bond market has expanded quickly, with annual issuance rising from under USD 50 billion 
in 2015 to more than USD 650 billion in 20254. The next phase of growth is likely to be shaped by a different set of drivers. 
Climate ambition remains part of the story, but energy security and economic resilience are set to become increasingly 
influential in determining how capital is allocated. 

This shift is supported by a combination of factors that are beginning to align more cohesively. Policy frameworks are 
evolving in a way that brings energy security and decarbonisation closer together, creating more consistent support for 
investment. At the same time, the scale of capital required is increasing, as governments and companies respond to the 
need for more diversified and resilient energy systems. Institutional investors are also playing a larger role by demanding 
more long-duration, asset-backed opportunities within fixed income portfolios. 

For investors, this is already feeding through into portfolio construction. Issuance is expanding across a broader range of 
sectors and issuers, and the market is becoming more integrated into core fixed income allocations. As depth and liquidity 
improve, green bonds are increasingly being assessed alongside conventional credit, tied more directly to the financing of 
essential infrastructure rather than as a separate category.  

Summary 
Geopolitical tensions often produce unintended consequences. In this case, the renewed focus on energy security could 
help accelerate Europe’s shift toward a more resilient and diversified energy system. For fixed income investors, this 
changes how the green bond market is understood. What began as a climate-led initiative has become deeply intertwined 
with the financing of essential infrastructure, supported by a clearer alignment between political imperatives, economic 
priorities, and the need for energy self-sufficiency. In every sense, green bonds now have a far greater role to play within 
long-term investment strategies. 

To learn more about sustainable fixed income investing, read Amova Asset Management’s investment guide here.  
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3 https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-launches-strategy-accelerate-clean-energy-investment-2026-03-10_en 
4 https://www.climatebonds.net/news-events/press-room/press-releases/sustainable-debt-market-nears-usd7-trillion-aligned-issuance-demonstrating-
strong-global-momentum 
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Important information: This document is prepared by Amova Asset Management Co., Ltd. and/or its affiliates （hereinafter referred to as” the 
Group"） and is for distribution only under such circumstances as may be permitted by applicable laws. This document does not constitute 
personal investment advice or a personal recommendation and it does not consider in any way the objectives, financial situation or needs of any 
recipients. All recipients are recommended to consult with their independent tax, financial and legal advisers prior to any investment.  
 
This document is for information purposes only and is not intended to be an offer, or a solicitation of an offer, to buy or sell any investments or 
participate in any trading strategy. Moreover, the information in this document will not affect the Group’s investment strategy in any way. The 
information and opinions in this document have been derived from or reached from sources believed in good faith to be reliable but have not 
been independently verified. The Group makes no guarantee, representation or warranty, express or implied, and accepts no responsibility or 
liability for the accuracy or completeness of this document. No reliance should be placed on any assumptions, forecasts, projections, estimates 
or prospects contained within this document. This document should not be regarded by recipients as a substitute for the exercise of their own 
judgment. Opinions stated in this document may change without notice.  
 
In any investment, past performance is neither an indication nor guarantee of future performance and a loss of capital may occur. Estimates of 
future performance are based on assumptions that may not be realised. Investors should be able to withstand the loss of any principal investment. 
The mention of individual securities, sectors, regions or countries within this document does not imply a recommendation to buy or sell.  
 
The Group accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage of any kind arising out of the use of all or any part of this document, provided 
that nothing herein excludes or restricts any liability of the Group under applicable regulatory rules or requirements.  
 
All information contained in this document is solely for the attention and use of the intended recipients. Any use beyond that intended by the 
Group is strictly prohibited.  
 
Japan: The information contained in this document pertaining specifically to the investment products is not directed at persons in Japan nor is it 
intended for distribution to persons in Japan. Registration Number: Director of the Kanto Local Finance Bureau (Financial Instruments firms) No. 
368 Member Associations: the Investment Management Association of Japan, Type II Financial Instruments Firms Association. 
 
United Kingdom:  This document is communicated by Amova Asset Management UK Limited, which is authorised and regulated in the United 
Kingdom by the Financial Conduct Authority (the FCA) (FRN 122084). This document constitutes a financial promotion for the purposes of the 
Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (as amended) (FSMA) and the rules of the FCA in the United Kingdom, and is directed at professional 
clients as defined in the FCA Handbook of Rules and Guidance. 
 
United States: This document may not be duplicated, quoted, discussed or otherwise shared without prior consent. An offering of any 
investments, securities or investment advisory services with respect to securities may only be made by receipt of relevant and complete offering 
documentation and agreements, as applicable. Any offering or distribution of a Fund in the United States may only be conducted via a licensed 
and registered broker-dealer or a duly qualified entity. Amova Asset Management Americas, Inc. is a United States Registered Investment 
Adviser. 
 
Singapore: This document is for information to institutional investors, accredited investors as defined in the Securities and Futures Act 2001, 
and intermediaries only. Amova Asset Management Asia Limited (Co. Reg. No. 198202562H) is regulated by the Monetary Authority of 
Singapore. 
 
Hong Kong:  This document is for information to professional investors as defined in the Securities and Futures Ordinance, and intermediaries 
only. The contents of this document have not been reviewed by the Securities and Futures Commission or any regulatory authority in Hong Kong.  
Amova Asset Management Hong Kong Limited is a licensed corporation in Hong Kong. 
 
New Zealand:  This document is issued in New Zealand by Amova Asset Management New Zealand Limited (Company No. 606057, FSP22562). 
It is for the use of wholesale clients, researchers, licensed financial advisers and their authorised representatives only. 
 
Kingdom of Bahrain: The document has not been approved by the Central Bank of Bahrain which takes no responsibility for its contents. No 
offer to the public to purchase the Strategy will be made in the Kingdom of Bahrain and this document is intended to be read by the addressee 
only and must not be passed to, issued to, or shown to the public generally.  
 
Kuwait: This document is not for general circulation to the public in Kuwait. The Strategy has not been licensed for offering in Kuwait by the 
Kuwaiti Capital Markets Authority or any other relevant Kuwaiti government agency. The offering of the Strategy in Kuwait on the basis a private 
placement or public offering is, therefore, restricted in accordance with Decree Law No. 7 of 2010 and the bylaws thereto (as amended). No 
private or public offering of the Strategy is being made in Kuwait, and no agreement relating to the sale of the Strategy will be concluded in 
Kuwait. No marketing or solicitation or inducement activities are being used to offer or market the Strategy in Kuwait.  
 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: This document is communicated by Amova Asset Management UK Limited, which is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (as amended) (FSMA) and the rules of the Financial Conduct Authority (the FCA) in the United 
Kingdom (the FCA Rules). This document should not be reproduced, redistributed, or sent directly or indirectly to any other party or published in 
full or in part for any purpose whatsoever without a prior written permission from Amova Asset Management UK Limited. 
 

If you have any questions on this report, please contact: 
 
Amova Asset Management team in Europe 
Email: EMEAenquiries@amova-am.com 
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This document does not constitute investment advice or a personal recommendation and does not consider in any way the suitability or 
appropriateness of the subject matter for the individual circumstances of any recipient. In providing a person with this document, Amova Asset 
Management UK Limited is not treating that person as a client for the purposes of the FCA Rules other than those relating to financial promotion 
and that person will not therefore benefit from any protections that would be available to such clients.  
 
Amova Asset Management UK Limited and its associates and/or its or their officers, directors or employees may have or have had positions or 
material interests, may at any time make purchases and/or sales as principal or agent, may provide or have provided corporate finance services 
to issuers or may provide or have provided significant advice or investment services in any investments referred to in this document or in related 
investments. Relevant confidential information, if any, known within any company in the group or Sumitomo Mitsui Trust group and not available 
to Amova Asset Management UK Limited because of regulations or internal procedure is not reflected in this document. The investments 
mentioned in this document may not be eligible for sale in some states or countries, and they may not be suitable for all types of investors.  
 
Oman: The information contained in this document nether constitutes a public offer of securities in the Sultanate of Oman as contemplated by 
the Commercial companies law of Oman (Royal decree 4/74) or the Capital Markets Law of Oman (Royal Decree80/98, nor does it constitute an 
offer to sell, or the solicitation of any offer to buy non-Omani securities in the Sultanate of Oman as contemplated by Article 139 of the Executive 
Regulations to the Capital Market law (issued by Decision No. 1/2009). This document is not intended to lead to the conclusion of any contract 
of whatsoever nature within the territory of the Sultanate of Oman.  
 
Qatar (excluding QFC): The Strategies are only being offered to a limited number of investors who are willing and able to conduct an independent 
investigation of the risks involved in an investment in such Strategies. The document does not constitute an offer to the public and should not be 
reproduced, redistributed, or sent directly or indirectly to any other party or published in full or in part for any purpose whatsoever without a prior 
written permission from Amova Asset Management UK Limited. No transaction will be concluded in your jurisdiction and any inquiries regarding 
the Strategies should be made to Amova Asset Management UK Limited.  
 
United Arab Emirates (excluding DIFC):  This document and the information contained herein, do not constitute, and is not intended to 
constitute, a public offer of securities in the United Arab Emirates and accordingly should not be construed as such. The Strategy is only being 
offered to a limited number of investors in the UAE who are (a) willing and able to conduct an independent investigation of the risks involved in 
an investment in such Strategy, and (b) upon their specific request.  
 
The Strategy has not been approved by or licensed or registered with the UAE Central Bank, the Securities and Commodities Authority or any 
other relevant licensing authorities or governmental agencies in the UAE. This document is for the use of the named addressee only and should 
not be given or shown to any other person (other than employees, agents or consultants in connection with the addressee's consideration thereof).  
 
No transaction will be concluded in the UAE and any inquiries regarding the Strategy should be made to Amova Asset Management UK Limited. 
 
Republic of Korea: This document is being provided for general information purposes only, and shall not, and under no circumstances is, to be 
construed as, an offering of financial investment products or services.  The Company is not making any representation with respect to the eligibility 
of any person to acquire any financial investment product or service.  The offering and sale of any financial investment product is subject to the 
applicable regulations of the Republic of Korea. Any interests in a fund or collective investment scheme shall be sold after such fund is registered 
under the private placement registration regime in accordance with the applicable regulations of the Republic of Korea, and the offering of such 
registered fund shall be conducted only through a locally licensed distributor. 
 
Canada: The information provided herein does not constitute any form of financial opinion or investment advice on the part of the Company and 
it should not be relied on as such. It does not constitute a prospectus, offering memorandum or private placement memorandum in Canada, and 
may not be used in making any investment decision. It should not be considered a solicitation to buy or an offer to sell a security in Canada. This 
information is provided for informational and educational use only. 
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